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Fires in the area this past 

summer meant the fireplaces

didn’t get used. In fact, fire

trucks were parked in the drive

for a while, but happily the 

property was spared, at least 

in part because the Fosters 

were wise enough to install an

in-ground sprinkler system.

This Montana retreat may be 
brand new, but its beauty is 

firmly rooted in the 19th century.
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ABOVE: Ellen’s kitchen is

just the opposite of most

in that the natural wood

finish is on the walls

while the custom-made

cabinetry has been

painted a soft color for

contrast. The backsplash

was inspired by a piece of

fabric Ellen was consider-

ing using in the house.

OPPOSITE: Ellen was

relaxing at her interior

designer’s office and

mulling over furniture

selection when it

occurred to her that 

the chair she was sitting

in was perfect for the

dining room.

 



ABOVE: Blending well with its surroundings, Tim and Ellen Foster’s vacation log home evokes thoughts of an earlier century in 

Montana’s history. OPPOSITE: Indigenous materials from floor to ceiling, including the fireplace stone, coupled with carefully

selected, comfortable furnishings make this vacation home a popular destination for all the Fosters. 

 



!

LOG HOME PRODUCER: Pioneer Log Homes, Victor, Mon-
tana.; ARCHITECT: Kibo Group Architecture, P.C., Mis-
soula, Montana.; BUILDER: Yellowstone Custom Country
Log Homes, Alder, Montana.

ABOVE: Ellen’s interior 

decorator doesn’t 

usually work with the

late 1800s country 

look, but in this case 

he and Ellen came up

with elements that 

are nothing short of

perfect.

BELOW: They didn’t

plan to have custom-

built doors and 

windows in the house,

but as it turned out 

that was the only 

way to achieve their

goals. Comfortable

overstuffed furniture 

in subdued colors and

durable fabrics also

harken back to an 

earlier age.

   


